God’s Purpose and Counsel 


“Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you 
have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death” ~“to do whatever 
Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done” (Acts 2:23, 4:28). 


“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose’~“for the children not yet 
being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according 


to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls” (Romans 8:28, 9:11). 
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according 
to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His 


will” “according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 1:11, 3:11). 


“(God] has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in 
Christ Jesus before time began” (2 Timothy 1:9). 

We believe, according to the scriptures, that the Lord our God is a God of 
purpose, absolute and unalterable purpose. Before the world began, Almighty 
God sovereignly purposed all that ever comes to pass in time. Nothing in this 
world is left to chance. Everything is moving toward the predetermined end 
of God's eternal purpose with absolute, precise accuracy. 

Even a casual reader of Holy Scripture has to face this fact: The God of the Bible 
is a God of purpose. The above passages plainly state that the Triune Jehovah is a 
God of purpose, and clearly teach several things about the purpose of God: 

1. The purpose of God is eternal. 

2. The purpose of God includes all things. 

3. The purpose of God has for its peculiar design the everlasting benefit of 
God’s elect. Everything that God has purposed is for the ultimate, spiritual, 
and eternal benefit of his covenant people. 

4. The purpose of God is immutable and sure. The Lord himself says, “My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10). And in its 
ultimate end, God’s purpose will accomplish the eternal salvation of His 
chosen people and the glory of His own great name. 

“The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all 
generations” (Psalm 33:11). “There are many plans in a man's heart, 
nevertheless the LORD’S counsel—that will stand” (Proverbs 19:21). “The 
LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to 
pass, and as I have purposed, so it shall stand’” (Isaiah 14:24). — Don Fortner 
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Thieves and robbers of His glory, the sheep will not hear. Our Lord 
declares, “All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the 
sheep did not hear them” (John 10:8). Before, when I did not know the 
Gospel of my salvation [Ephesians 1:13], I would get all bent out of shape 
when ‘False Jehovah Witnesses’ went through my neighborhood back in 
Canada. But no more, for now I rest in the blessed doctrine of our never 
failing Saviour and God, the Lord Jesus Christ; knowing (rejoicing!) that 
ultimately, His sheep will hear His voice; “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish...” (John 10:27-28). —Pastor 


WELCOME 


Sinners are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Alyson Murphy, April 25th 


RESOURCES 


Be sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


“Lives Governed by His Love” 
“_. whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be 
sober, it is for your cause. For the love of Christ constraineth us...” 
(2 Corinthians 5:13-14) 

I defy anyone to find a solitary text of Scripture in the New Testament 
that uses the law to motivate, inspire, regulate, or even guide the believer. 
Believers are motivated by love, inspired by gratitude, regulated by grace, 
and guided by the Holy Spirit. The whole Word of God, the complete 
revelation of His will, is our law. Our lives are governed by love, not by 
fear. We walk by faith, not by legislation. We walk in the Spirit, not in the 
flesh [Romans 8:9-14; Galatians 3:3].—Scott Richardson 


Justified Freely By His Grace 


“Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24) 


If anyone reading this is working in order to be saved be sure to understand, 
God will take account of all your works. That is right. In the great day of 
judgment, God will take account of all your works, whether good or evil, as sin. 
God will account all man’s works for salvation as coming “short of the glory of 
God.” There is one whose works God is well pleased with, Christ Jesus His 
Son. Sinners are “justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. Who God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His 
blood.” (Roman 3:22-25) All who are attempting to work for salvation are 
attempting to justify themselves from their sins by the law of Moses. Please 
listen to God! “By Him [by Christ] all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:39). 
[Reader,] salvation is believing Christ! May God give you grace to do so today. 
Right now you’re conscience is guilty at the thought of having not done 
enough. [And should God grant you His grace in Christ Jesus] then you will 
have the sweet rest and peace of conscience that only Christ can give knowing 
“there is no more offering for sin.” — Chris Cunningham 


~ 


What a comfort it is to know beloved, we are “kept by the power of 
God through faith [the faithfulness of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
—kept by Him who shall not fail] unto salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:5). AMEN! — Pastor 


